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T .istiTif y of Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
1 to 9. (previously withdrawn) 

10. (currently ainended) A rod doctor suitable for metering an amount of a coating mix 
applied to a surface of a moving web of board or paper, or to an applicator roll surface of a film- 
transfer coater, and for leveling the applied coat, comprising: 

a support frame having a cradle fomied therein; and 

a rod positioned in the cradle of said support so as to be capable of rotating therein, a surface 
of the cradle on which said rod rotates bdng covered by a having a coating surface layer of a 
material which improves wear resistance and sliding friction properties of the cradle md said rod. 

11. (currently amended) llie rod doctor of claim 10, wherein a surface of the rod is 
covered b3' a has a coating surface layer of a material which improves wear resistance and sliding 
friction properties of said rod, 

12. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 10, wherein the surface layer has a 
thickness of from 1 nm to 90 // m. 

13. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 11, wherein the surface layers have a 
thickness of from 1 wi to 90 //m. 

14. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 10, wherein the surface layer is comprised 
of a silicon-molybdenum alloy. 

15. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 11, wherein the surface layers are 
comprised of a silicon-molybdenum alloy. 

16. (previously added) The lod doctor of claim 12, wherein the surface lay^ is comprised 
of a silicon-molybdenum alloy. 
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17. (previously added) The rod doctor of clain 13, wherein the surface layers are 
comprised of a silicon-iTiolybdenum alloy. 

1 8- (previously added) Tlie rod doctor of claim 10, wherein the surface layer is comprised 
of diamond. 

19. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 11, wherein the surface layers are 
comprised of diamond. 

20. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 12, wherein tlie surface layer is comprised 
of diamond. 

21. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 13, wherein the surface layers are 
comprised of di amend. 

22. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 10. wherein the surface layer is comprised 
ofchromixmi. 

23. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 11, whcrcin the surface layers are 
comprised of chromium. 

24. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 12, wherein the surface layer is comprised 
of chromium. 

25. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 13, wherein the surface layers are 
comprised of chromium. 

26. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 10, wherein the surface layer is comprised 
of a chromium-teflon composition. 
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27. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 11, whei^ein t)ie surface layers are 
comprised of a cliromiiim-tefloa composition. 

28. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 12, wherein tlie siuface layer is comprised 
of a chromium-teflon composition. 

29. (previously added) The rod doctor of claim 13, wherein tlie surface layers are 
comprised of a chromium-tenon composition. 

30. (currenlly amended) The rod doctor of claim 10, wherein the surface layer is was 
applied using a vacuum deposition technique. 

31. (cuj-rently amended) The rod doctor of claun 11, wherein the surface layers ^ were 
applied using a vacuum deposition technique. 

32. (currently amended) The rod doctor of claim 12, wherein the surface layer *» vjias 
applied using a vacuum deposition technique. 

33. (currently amended) The rod doctor of claim 13, wherein the surface layers were 
applied using a vacuum deposition technique. 

34. (currently amended) The rod doctor of claim 14, wherein the surface layer fe was 
applied using a vacuum deposition technique. 

35. (currently amended) The rod doctor of claim 15, wherein Ihe surface layers ^ were 
applied using a vacuum deposition technique. 

36- (ciu-rently amended) The rod doctor of claim 18, wherein the surface layer is was 
applied using a vacuum deposition technique. 
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37. (currently amended) The rod doctor or claiin 19, wherein the surface layers »^ 
applied using a vacuum deposition technique. 

38. (cunenLly amended) The rad doctor of claim 22, wherein the surface layer is was 
applied using a vacuum disposition technique. 

39. (currently amended) The rod doctor of clairn 23, wherein Ihe surface layers -are 
applied u sing a vacuum deposition techni que. 

40. (currently amended) The rod doctor of claim 26, wherein the surface layer is was 
applied using a vacuum deposition technique. 

41. (cuirenlly amended) The rod doctor of claim 27, wlierein the surfk^e layers 
applied using a vacuum deposition technique. 

42. (currently amended) The rod doctor of claim 10, wherein the surface -layer is was 
applied using a thennal spraying technique. 

43 . (currently amended) The rod doctor of claim 1 1 , wherein the surface layers ^ were 
applied using a themiaJ spraying technique. 

44. (cuireiitly amended) The rod doctor of claim 12, wherein the surfiacc layer was 
appEed using a thermal spraying technique. 

45. (currently amended) The rod doctor of claim 13, wherein the suiiace layers we were 
applied using a thermal spraying technique. 

46. (currently amended) The rod doctor of claim 14, wherein the surface layer » W3S 
applied using a thermal spraying technique. 
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47. (currently amended) The rod doctor of claim 15, wherein ihe surface layers ape were 
applied using a thermal spraying technique. 

48. (currently amended) Tlie rod doctor of claim 18, wherein the surface laya' was 
applied using a thermal spraying technique. 

49. (cuiTBnlly amended) The rod doctor of claim 19, wherein the surface layers were 
applied using a thermal spraying technique. 

50. (cmxently amended) Tlie rod doctor of claim 22, wherein the sui-Face layer i& was 
applied using a thermal spraying technique. 

5 1 . (currently amended) The rod doctor of claun 23, wherein the surface layers «=e were 
applied using a thermal spraying technique. 

52- (cunently amended) The rod doctor of claim 26, wherem the suiface layer is was 
applied using a tlicrmal spraying technique. 

53. (currently amended) The rod doctor of claim 27. wherein the surface layers are were 
applied using a thermal spraying technique. 

54. (new) A rod doctor suitable for metering an amount of a coating mix applied to a 
surface of a moving web of board or p£q>er, or to an applicator roll surface of a film- transfer coatcr, 
and for leveling the applied coat, comprising: 

a support frame having a cradle formed therein; 

a rod positioned in the cradle of said support so as to be capable of rotating therein, a surface 
of the cradle on which said rod rotates being covered by a surface layer of a material which 
improves wear resistance and slidiJig friction properties of the cradle and said rod , the surface 
layer being comprised of a silicon-molybdenum alloy. 
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55. (new) Hie rod doctor of claim 54, wherein a surface of the rod is covered by a surface 
layer of a material which improves wear resistance and sliding friction properties of said rod. 

56. (new) llie rod doctor of claim 54, wherein the surface layer has a thickness of fix)m 1 
nm to 90 fX m. 

57. (new) The rod doctor of claim 55, wherein the surface layers have a thickness of from 1 
nm to 90 // m. 

58. (new) The rod doctor of claim 55, wher^n at least one of the surface layers was applied 
using a vacuum deposition technique. 

59. (new) l^he rod doctor of claim 55, wherein at least one of the surface layers was apphed 
using a thennal spraying lechnique. 

60. (new) A rod doctor suitable for metering an amount of a coating mix applied to a 
surface of a moving web of board or paper, or to an applicator roll surface of a film-transfer coatcr, 
and for leveling the applied coat, comprising: 

a support frame having a cradle formed therein; 

a rod positioned in the cradle of said support so as to be capable of rotating therein, a surface 
of the cradle on which said rod rotates being covered by a surface layer of a material which 
improves weai' resistance and shding friction properties of the cradle and said rod, wherein tlie 
surface layer is comprised of diamond. 

61 . (new) The rod doctor of claim 60, wherein a surface of the rod is covered by a surface 
layer of a material wMcli improves wear resistance and sliding friction properties of said rod. 

62. (new) The rod doctor of claim 60, wherein the surfece layer has a thickness of from 1 
nm to 90 m. 
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63. (new) The lod doctor of claim 61, wherein the siurface layers have a tliito 
nm lo 90 /4 m. 

64. (new) The rod doctor of claiin 61, wherein at least one of the surface layers was applied 
using a vacuom deposition technique. 

65. (new) The rod doctor of claim 61, wherein at least one of the surface layers was applied 
using a thermal spraying technique. 
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